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a four-hour
documentary
series
exploring
America's
racial and
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iInequities
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NATURAL CAUSES

...1s inequality making us sick?

_I_.

Produced by California Newsreel with Vital Pictures. Presented by the National Minority Consortia of public television. Outreach with the
Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies Health Policy Institute. www.unnaturalcauses.org. DVD available at www.newsreel.org.
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Background
The U.S. is one of the richest countries on the planet. Yet, we rank 29th in the world for life expectancy, among the worst in the industrialized world - and even lower than some poor countries like Costa Rica and Chile.  What’s happening to our health?  UNNATURAL CAUSES will, for the first time on television, sound the alarm about America's glaring socio-economic and racial inequities in health - and search for root causes. The four-hour series sifts through the evidence to discover there is much more to our health than bad habits, health care, or unlucky genes. The social conditions in which we are born, live and work profoundly affect our health and longevity. For more information, please visit www.unnaturalcauses.org 
Town Hall Meetings

Neighborhood Health Advisory Committees (HAC) convened town hall conversations to preview and discuss  segments of the series, their local challenges,  fundamental beliefs about what makes their own community healthy—or sick—and to explore new remedies.  

Town Hall Meeting Summary of Survey Results from Unnatural Causes
Purpose of Survey

The “Unnatural Causes” (UC) survey was used to capture the thoughts and reactions of the residents within each of the neighborhoods where a Town Hall Meeting (THM) was held, so that their response to the specific episode(s) they viewed could be of value to us for future planning. As well, the intent was to get feedback from as many residents so that we, Columbus Public Health, and other entities that were involved could see how the series 1) Impacted their awareness of specific issues within the neighborhoods 2) provide feedback to related questions around many of the socio-economic and inequity issues within Columbus communities 3) provide relevant data to policy & decision makers and 4) enable the Health Advisory Committees to have pertinent information on specific socio-economic and health issues that they could address moving forward.

Survey Process 
The survey was passed out at each THM and people were asked to voluntarily fill it out. At the end of each THM, we collected the survey and entered the information into the computer. Out of a total of 268 participants, 79 (30%) filled out the survey.
Survey Results

Attached are the results of the survey with responses for each of the 13 questions that the 79 persons answered. Demographics for age, sex, race and zip code were asked because we needed to know if we were getting good representation of the minority population at each of the meetings. 
We had 46% of the residents from the Westside attend the THM; 21% Eastside; 18% Southside and 15% North side. It is important to point out that there were a number of persons that attended the THMs but they may have been from another area than the one they were attending at the time they filled out the survey. Most did not fill in the zip code area on the survey.
28% viewed the episode, “In Sickness and in Wealth” This would imply somewhat, that the issue of health, employment and healthcare is a significant issue. If you look at the issue of most importance to the Westside, it can be said that unemployment and health care are of major concern. 
Race/Ethnicity

The check box for “Hispanic” was in inadvertently left off the survey; however, most of the participants did indicate on the survey that they were Hispanic.  (49%)
Issues in My Neighborhood…
The majority of the participants (58% strongly agree) indicated that after attending the THM, they now knew somewhat more about the issues within their community. Keep in mind that the episode that they watched was followed by a discussion of the issue(s) within their neighborhood and that, for some, may have been the first time hearing about it. Or it could have been their first time knowing how socio-economic problems and inequity relate to health.

The Health Advisory Committees can really make a difference in the neighborhoods around some of the issues presented through the UNC showings. Over 70% (strongly agreed) of those participants that completed the survey stated that they felt with the establishing of the HACs, neighborhoods can benefit from their involvement around issues of health, health care, disparities and social injustices. 
More Town Hall Meetings

95% of the participants in the survey want to have more THMs to address the issues within their neighborhoods. This is probably the strongest outcome for this entire event. The logic would lend itself to the fact that “communities” want to talk and learn more about these issues. We know that Town Hall Meetings are best for getting community residents together to discuss an important issue.  Similarly within those meetings, everybody in a community is invited to attend, voice their opinions, and hear the responses from public figures on the issue.
Not surprising were the responses in all of the THMs, regarding what problems need to be addressed. With 84% of the responses indicating that health is the biggest issue, clearly we can determine that these neighborhoods need and want more to be done around issues of health, access to healthcare, employment, housing, food availability and poverty, respectively. 

Similarly, the residents feel that those agencies that can be more responsible for developing policies around the issues within the neighborhood were Education or schools (71%), Social Services & Health (62%) and those agencies responsible for helping residents to get jobs (53%).
Summary 

The Town Hall Meetings along with the showing of different episodes within the “Unnatural Causes” videos, made it quite clear that residents want more done around all of the issues raised, specifically within the areas of Health, Healthcare, Education, Employment and Housing.  

As we move forward, we must keep in mind that to address many of these top issues, we as Public Health and, the Health Advisory Committees will need to prioritize those issues that will be identified and, put together an action plan; next steps and desired outcomes for the policy & decision makers to be made aware of. We would want them to respond back to the HACs with their ideas and resources.  To do so I would suggest that we consider the following: 
1) Choose and issue within each neighborhood 
2) Clearly define the problem of which the issue causes

3) Develop policy “goals”

4) Put together a campaign regarding the issue 

5) Determine whom has the power to make changes happen and, 
6) Develop an action plan.
As an integral part of the planning that will need to take place within each of the neighborhoods, other partners such as neighborhood businesses, schools, churches, social service agencies, health care facilities, community stakeholders and many others will have to be involved in the planning that is to take place. 

Next Steps

Each of the HACs must determine how they want to proceed with identifying a major issue and work to put together a plan around developing a strategy for creating new policy for their concerns. 

Have their meetings and present the findings of the THMs to the rest of the committee and talk about next steps within their neighborhood. These meetings should get started within the next month. 
Suggest that the HACs get “buy in” from all members of the committee and residents who want something done as a follow up to this event. 

Continue to work with staff from CPH in assisting with technical assistance and data collection when/where needed.

